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or ignore the fact, as some people seem inclined to do.
The most perilous part of the year is the month of Oc-
tober and the commencement of November, when the
country is drying up after the great rains of the south-
west monsoon.   At that time the climate is very damp
and hot, and poisonous miasmas arise from the swampy
ground, and from the immense quantities of decaying
vegetation.    But yet, if the European visitor is to see
India in its most striking aspect, he must not shirk the
trying month of October \ for the country is then ap-
parelled in green and gold. Vast plains which, a month
or two later, appear almost like tracts of desert, are
clothed with verdure; the tropical luxuriance of leaf and
flower is in its fullest; and all day the land is flooded
with rich golden sunlight.    From that period, on to the
beginning of March, the climate is delightful, though,
except on the mountains, it is not very favourable to
human activity; but it is a great mistake to suppose
ithat this pleasant season is altogether safe.    On the
plains, at least, it is not so cold as to allow of clothing
being worn of sufficient thickness to guard effectually
against the extremely rapid radiation of heat from the
human body, especially at the fall of eve; the chills
thus arising are frequently immediate or exciting causes
of fever and dysentery; the traveller has often to pass
suddenly from oven-like places into cold winds, and mal-
aria is still' rife.    It is extremely dangerous to enter
some of the most interesting parts of India, such as the
tTerai and the Uon-hauntcd jungle of the Gfr, until the
very height of the hot season, when the air is like fire,
and all the vegetation is withered.   Only at that season
is it easy to find the fiercer of the wild beasts, because
water is then so scarce that they are certain to be found
at the pools which are left by the great drought.   Hence
it is desirable to spend a portion of the hot season in
the wilder parts of Hindusthan, or in the thick forest